April 5, 190 LB 1059, 1241

say that it has to be done in one area of Omha is wrong. It
shoul d be north Omaha, south Oraha and even the central part of
Omaha. It's the low and mddle income people that are gast  of
72nd Street and especi aIIy east of 42nd Street. W talk about
hi gh property tax, they can't even afford to live in their hones

anynore because their property tax is so high. I have g
90-year-old  home that |'m paying over a $100 a nonth for and,
fortunately, 1'min the Legislature so they're helping to pay ny

property tax but some of the senior citizens that | talked to in
south Omaha are having a very difficult time paying their
property tax and their younger people that are trying to ralse a
famly, live in their honestead, in the homes that they were
born and raised in, their parents are gone, finding it just gg
difficult because they can't find jobs in south Omha. Most of
them their parents worked at the packl Nng houses, they'r not
there any longer. A lot of themdon't have anything past a hi gh
school education and in sone cases they're dropouts. gowhy are
we concentrati ng on jUSt north Omha? | am sure that there are
many people that live in ny area that woul d agree that e ne

the help too and especially South 24th Street which used to
ao

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR LABEDZ: .booming business district is no longer
t here. Many of the shopsare closed. We have a couple banks
left there but they don't do too good of a business either
because there's nobody there taking the noney to the bank. They
are lucky if they even have a checking account. They' re lucky
if they can pay their taxes or buy food or pay their |jti|ities.
That's  one of the reasonsthat | voted agai nst LB 1059, eyen
sales tax on utilities is going to hurt those people. Many of
them are on ADC, many of themon welfare. many of them don' t
have hospitalization insurance and |I'mtal king about sands,
not just a few. We need the help in south Omha andm1I m sur e
each and every one of you senators on this floor wll agree with
me, out in the rural area especially, that you d 00.
You need to help in pronoting new business and getti ng bBSI ness
started, small businesses in your area. | knowwe had LB 270
and | know it hel ps. ..

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.

SENATOR LABEDZ: ...but it isn't helping enough and we shoul d
never, never concentrate in gne area of this state with a
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